
 

Notes from the Deacons 
 Could we ever have imagined that we would be affected by a global 
virus pandemic and required to stay at home and not able to come together on 
Sunday morning to worship?  Well it happened very quickly and Governor Baker 
instituted a Stay at Home order for Massachusetts and closed all churches. 

 What also happened quickly is that Rev. Gretchen and our Music Director, 
Victor DeRubeis,  rallied and pulled together our very first virtual Sunday Service 
in March.   

 By Palm Sunday, they had created an innovative YouTube Palm Sunday 
Service that included the joyful voices of our choir members, Rev. Gretchen’s 
Sermon, and the Scripture and Prayer readings recorded by our very own mem-
bers.  Everyone was so willing to help out and create a powerful church service, 
no matter what format it was in.  We joined in Communion in the comfort of our 
own homes, led by Rev. Gretchen.  The YouTube Services continued with Maun-
dy Thursday and Easter Sunday.   

 Each week the YouTube Sunday Services are more inspirational as we all 
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learn, experiment and grow through technology, led by Victor DeRubeis.  This would not be possible with-
out the determination and commitment of Victor to create these videos for not only all of us to watch but 
anyone who needs church at this time can watch them as well.      

 Although we are physically separated, we can feel like we are together when we listen and hear the 
familiar voices of our choir members singing and the readings from our members.   

 Our blessed Rev. Gretchen asked for some time off after Easter to be able to grieve and heal after 
losing her sister, Mary, to cancer during this pandemic.  We all know how important it is to take time to 
heal so that we can have the strength to move forward physically and spiritually.  We miss Gretchen and 
await her return on May 17th.  Rev. Gary Ritts and Rev. Peter Michael Preble have offered their services to 
us while Rev. Gretchen is out.   

 Rev. Gary Ritts has gone into our Sanctuary to record his sermons.  It is very soothing to see our 
Church although we can’t be in it.  Rev. Peter Michael Preble will preach a sermon on May 3 and May 10.  
Congratulations to Rev. Preble and his wife on the birth of their daughter.      

 Following our virtual Sunday Services, Victor hosts a Zoom coffee time.  Everyone can either call in 
or join via the Zoom App to share what’s happening in their lives over a cup of coffee.  It’s so nice to be 
able to see and hear each other. We pray together and the Prayers of the People are read during this time.  
The Deacons have a call list and each week they reach out to members and friends to provide the call in-
formation to those who do not have a computer.   

 If you want to add someone to the Prayer List, please contact a Deacon.  If you want to be able to 
listen to the YouTube Sunday Service, please contact a Deacon.  Also, we want everyone to know if you 
need anything during this time, please contact one of us and we will assist you in any way we can.    

 The Church now offers the ability to accept pledges and donations on its website.  Under the Giv-
ing tab, there is a Donate Now button and members and friends can make a one-time donation or set up 
automate payments.   

 We are all learning new ways to communicate and worship during these unprecedented times.   

 Thank you to everyone who has made it possible for us all to keep in touch, at a distance. 

 Lastly, Thank you again to Victor for all his time and effort so we can continue to worship together 
and share Sunday morning coffee with our Church friends.   

Bless you all and stay safe, 

Nancy Haley, 781-812-0737 

Bettyanne Lang, 781-249-9972 

Tara Haley, 617-365-5893 

Donna Eliasson, 617-827-3732 

Cheryl McMillan, 781-799-5835   
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From the Trustees 
WE NOW HAVE ONLINE GIVING! --- Go to our church 
website, www.eweyucc.org and click on the GIVING tab. You’ll be directed to a se-
cure site where you can sign up to give whatever you want, whenever you want, 
and however you want. 

 There are two principal methods of giving: bank draft (ACH) and credit card. 

When you sign up, you’ll be asked whether you want to give weekly, monthly, or 
just one big amount for the whole year or for a one-time donation. 

 Please keep in mind that there are fees, which are standard for online giving for 
nonprofits and religious organizations: 
*ACH (bank draft) --- 1 percent of the total you designate plus 45 cents per transaction. 

Example: If you give $100 a month, your actual donation will be $100 less the $1 administrative fee less 
the 45-cent transaction fee, for a total of $98.55. 

Or, if you prefer to cover the church’s fees, you could increase your $100 donation to $101.45. 

*Credit card --- Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express. Please keep in mind that the credit card 
companies charge a fee of 2.75 percent plus the 45-cent transaction fee. You will be asked if you would 
like to help offset the fee. 

Example: If you DO elect to cover the fee, your $100 donation will be increased to $103.20, or $100 plus 
the $2.75 credit card fee plus the 45-cent transaction fee. 

Example: If you DON’T elect to cover the credit card fee, your donation of $100 will be reduced by $2.75 
minus the 45-cent transaction fee for a total donation of $96.80. 

 Other than the church collector, NO ONE WILL KNOW WHAT YOU GIVE. One of the reasons we went with 
this company is that the confidentiality of donors is kept as secure as possible. 

 Keep in mind that you may still pledge and donate the old-fashioned way: cash or checks. The advantage 
of online giving is that we can keep a steady flow of income into the church to cover our bills even in 
summer, when donations typically wane temporarily. 

 BUILDING IS CLOSED, BUT IT STILL NEEDS CARE --- Your Trustees are taking great care to assure the 
maintenance of this precious but perishable resource during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Here are the steps we are taking to make sure our building is ready for occupancy once we have received 
assurances that it is safe to do so.:  
 
*Nightly (and sometimes daily) security checks to make sure all systems, especially the heating, water, and 
electrical, are functioning properly. 

*Nightly checks to secure all windows and doors. 

*Regular monitoring for roof leaks and other factors that may compromise the integrity of our beautiful 
building.   

  3



 BUILDING REPAIRS AND RENOVATIONS --- We are working on several fronts to remove an underground 
exterior oil tank that must be removed my law. We are also working with potential contractors to replace 
the floor in the basement kitchen that is used by South Store Stars, our principal tenant. 

 CHURCH FINANCES --- While some of our tenants are unable to pay rent during this time, resulting in a 
potential budget shortfall, our expenses are also down considerably. We are thankful that South Shore 
Stars day care is continuing to pay its rent of $4,625.88 per month. Before the pandemic, we were in nego-
tiations to extend the day care lease for another 10 years, to 2031. We hope to conclude these negotia-
tions over the next couple of months. 

 We are also grateful that our members are continuing to pledge, either by mail or the new, electronic 
way.  

REMEMBER: The BUILDING may be CLOSED, but our CHURCH is ALWAYS OPEN! 

For YOUR Trustees - Kathy Mosher, chair, Bob Criswell, Victor DeRubeis, Donna Eliasson, Kerry Mortland, 
Norman Fulton, emeritus (1933-2019) 

From the Music Director 
ONLINE WORSHIP AND ONLINE MUSIC --- Our music program has barely skipped a 
beat. 

We have had Zoom rehearsals online since mid-March and are making progress each 
week. It’s also a great way for everyone to connect midweek and share a laugh and a 
prayer. Sometimes many laughs and many prayers. 

We’re blessed that we have an extensive library of music recorded by our choir and 
are also recording new songs using the latest sound recording and mixing technolo-
gy. 

If you would like to sing with us, join us for our Zoom choir rehearsals at 8 p.m. on Wednesdays at least 
through mid-June. Email the music director at vderubeis1974@gmail.com for details. 

Meanwhile, join us each Sunday for worship on YouTube at 10 a.m. and Zoom Coffee Hour at 11.  

We're also planning to include some special guest soloists and instrumentalists in the coming weeks.  

 MUSIC AT SANCTUARY HALL SEASON SUSPENDED --- We hated to do it, but we had no choice. Thank 
goodness we ended on a high note with the stellar cello and piano skills of Duo Amie on March 1. We’re 
already working on booking the Sharon Concert Band, which didn’t appear March 29; and the Southeast-
ern Philharmonic Barbara Knapp Memorial Concert, which won’t be given May 2, for our 2020-21 season. 

 MUSIC AT SANCTUARY HALL ONLINE --- Live, from East Weymouth Congregational Church, it’s Saturday 
night! Well, sort of live. 

We’ve asked our 2019-20 performers to share audio and video, which we’ll be posting on our Music at 
Sanctuary Hall Facebook page on select Saturday evenings. 

Join the Southeastern Philharmonic Orchestra on Saturday, May 2, at 8 p.m. for a full recording of music 
from the movie “Exodus” from its 2009 Barbara Knapp concert. Future performers will include Duo Amie 
and Jake Armerding, who opened the very first Music at Sanctuary Hall concert in 2011. 

  4



 MUSIC AT SANCTUARY HALL SEASON 10 --- Plans are already under way for our 10th  of Music at Sanc-
tuary Hall, including our fourth annual Holiday Extravaganza in December and our 22nd annual Little 
Christmas in Jackson Square in January 2021. 

We’re also working on a possible music festival to celebrate the 200th anniversary of our church in 2022, 
which will coincide with the 400th anniversary of Weymouth. 

More in the June newsletter! 

Church School 
May greetings to all of our church family. I hope you are all safe at 
home and doing well. Prayers go out to all those that are strug-
gling with illness , job loss and online schooling, you are not alone 
for God watches over all of us. 

The question of how do we move forward after we are out of our 
homes and back into society, looms large in all of our hearts. 
Whatever we choose to do we know that we must create some-

thing radically different that will sustain us in the future, there is no 
going back to what we called normal. 

It's time to reimagine the essentially good things in our lives and bring them forward for the benefit of 
ourselves and our congregation.Reimagine and Inspire others with the kind acts that we have been doing 
and the gratitude that we have shown to all of those that have worked so hard and unselfishly for us during 
this pandemic time.  

Have you thought of how Church and Sunday School will change when we come back into our building? 
Be assured that it will involve face masks, hand sanitizer and sitting apart in the pews. Coffee hour will be 
served with vinyl gloves, face masks and pre packaged single serving food. No conversations will take 
place amongst us unless we are wearing face masks. How will we keep children safe and when will we 
even allow them back in the building ? Sundays could find us each week with a Zoom Sunday School class. 
We could possibly have a Zoom evening Family Vacation Bible School. How about a Zoom Confirmation 
Class where the class time is done over the summer and the service time starts in the Fall when we might 
be back into social situations.  

Let's reimagine our future together where we come back resilient and inspired with a new spirit of Hope 
and Love for our congregation and community. 

Your Board of Christian Education needs to hear from you so that we can move forward, safely and cre-
atively together for the sake of the children and families. Please let us know how you feel about moving 
forward over the Summer and Fall. 

CE Members,Michelle Young, Samantha Hogan, Cheryl McMillan and  Kerry Mortland, Dir. of Children's 
Faith Formation 

" Where we lead with our hearts” 
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Stewardship 
In these challenging times, the Stewardship Committee is working on ways 
to do outreach to our community online.  We are reviewing materials pro-
vided by the SNEUCC to understand how to support and care for each 
other, our church and community when we can’t come together. 

A very helpful tool that is now available to us and others is the ability to 
continue to pledge and make donations online.  Our website now has a 
Donate Now button for anyone who wants to submit their pledge or make 
a donation.  It is located under the Giving tab   http://eweyucc.org/giving/

#GIVING. Thank you, Victor, for getting this up and running for us; it is so important at this time when we 
are not able to attend a Sunday service and be able to pass the offering plate.  The online Donate Now 
makes it easy to continue to contribute.  

We will keep you posted on our outreach progress.  

Take care and stay safe.  

Stewardship Committee  
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